Barbara Claire Blue
November 29, 1941 - February 14, 2020

Barbara Claire Thomas Blue was born November 29th, 1941 in Waterbury, Connecticu to
French Canadian parents, Gilford Lawrence Thomas, Sr. and Rose Marie Gelinas
Thomas. Barbara passed away February 14th, 2020 in Euless, Texas at the age of 78.
While still a young girl, her parents moved the family to Bryan, Texas where Barbara grew
up and graduated from Stephen F. Austin High School in 1959. In addition to high
academic achievement, Barbara was an accomplished vocalist in the SFA Choir and was
invited to perform on The Today Show live before a national audience. During high school,
she worked in her parents’ restaurant, Gilford’s, which was located in the famed Northgate
district in College Station. There, she met the love of her life, Dorsey Blue, a proud Texas
A&M cadet from Hamilton, Texas.
Upon graduating from high school, she attended the University of Texas in Austin. Dorsey
graduated from Texas A&M in January 1961, took his commission as a 2nd Lt. in the Army
and was stationed at Ft. Lewis, Washington. In December of 1961, Barbara left the
University of Texas, married Dorsey on New Year’s Eve, and joined him at Ft. Lewis.
In 1963, after completing his 2 years on active duty, Barbara & Dorsey moved to Hurst,
Texas, as Dorsey had accepted an engineer position with Bell Helicopter. In 1968, their
only child, Shawn Blue, was born. In 1969, they bought a new home in Bedford where
Barbara lived until 2007.
French was Barbara’s first language and she had a lifelong love of the language and
French culture. In 1972, she returned to college at the University of Texas at Arlington.
She completed her degree in French and did student teaching at L.D. Bell High School in
1974. She was a substitute teacher, almost exclusively at Bell, until 1977. That year, she
and Dorsey sadly divorced. She never remarried, and he had her heart to her death. She
began working in the corporate world, first at Murray Investment and then for many years
with Sun Oil Company where she did French interpretation/translation, which she greatly
enjoyed.

In the mid ‘90s, she accepted an early retirement package from Sun, took a 6 month
personal sabbatical, and then returned to her true passion, teaching. She taught at Hurst
Jr. High as a French teacher, then soon after moved up to her beloved Trinity High School
where she taught French until her retirement in 2014. Barbara’s passion for teaching was
unmatched, and she gave everything she had to her students. 12 hours constituted a
short workday for her, but she loved every minute of it! She was also involved in
leadership of the International Baccalaureate Program from its inception at the HurstEuless-Bedford Independent School District.Barbara was preceded in death by her father,
Gil Thomas and siblings, John Gilford Thomas and Carol Ann Thomas. She is survived by
her son and daughter-in-law, Shawn and Traci Blue of Waco, Texas. Her beloved and only
grandchild, Robert Blue, a senior at Texas A&M in College Station, Texas. Barbara had
many titles in her life… but her hands down favorite was “Robert’s Mimi.” She is also
survived by her mother, Rose Marie Thomas, of McKinney, Texas. Her brother and sisterin-law, Gil and Ruth Thomas Jr. of Carrollton, Texas. Her sister and brother-in-law, Gene
and Ryan Self of Shreveport, Louisiana. Five treasured nieces and their families: Suzanne
Thomas of San Carlos, California, Deanna Field of Richardson, Texas, Susan Pejovich of
Aledo, Texas, Amy Baker of Plano, Texas, and Amanda Self of Frierson, Louisiana. She is
also survived by many cousins and extended family members in both the United States
and Canada.
A visitation will be held from 6:00pm-8:00pm on Friday, February 28, 2020 at Lucas
Funeral Home, 1321 Precinct Line Rd., Hurst, Texas, 76053. A graveside service will be
held at 2:00pm on Saturday, February 29, 2020 at Restland Cemetery, 13005 Greenville
Ave., Dallas, Texas, 75243, in the Cross section.
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FEB
28

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Lucas Funeral Home
1321 Precinct Line Rd, Hurst, TX, US, 76053

FEB
29

Graveside

02:00PM

Restland Cemetery
13005 Greenville Avenue, Dallas, TX, US, 75243

Comments

“

Madame Le Bleu was my French teacher at Trinity HS from 2010-2012. She always
brought such high energy to the class, and made me fall in love with the French
culture. She always knew how to make us laugh, and put a smile on our faces
regardless of what we had going on in our lives. She shared so much of her lives
with us, and made it so easy to relate with her. She really knew how to connect with
her students. I’ll always remember her stories about driving that 15year old little blue
car to and from school. I thought about Madame Le Bleu often after I had graduated,
but never did make the trip to visit her. I’ll always regret that. I cherish the years I got
to spend in her classroom. She made me a better man, and she will always have a
place in my heart.

Mario Posada - May 22 at 03:09 AM

“

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the family of Barbara Claire Blue.

February 26, 2020 at 04:23 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Barbara Claire Blue.

February 26, 2020 at 04:17 PM

“

Diana,Jim Norris, Catherine, George, Judy DeFloria purchased the Beautiful Dreams
for the family of Barbara Claire Blue.

Diana,Jim Norris, Catherine, George, Judy DeFloria - February 25, 2020 at 07:28 AM

“

Arriving a day early for my 53rd high school class reunion--the first I had attended-upon entering the LaSalle Hotel, in Bryan, Texas, I heard a familiar laugh, turned and
there unmistakably was my former classmate, Barbara, whom I had not seen since
graduation. A hug, exclamations of joy on both our parts and off we went together to
enjoy the monthly celebration held in Bryan, 'First Friday.' Open houses in most of
the stores with many offering treats and entertainment led us up and down the
streets as we 'chin wagged' with strangers, shared laughs recalling our high school
escapades and just generally had a great time. I will hold the memory of that
'adventure' in my mind as I mourn her passing. Her joy, energy, and laughter will be
missed. My sympathies to her dear family.

ann birdsall - February 20, 2020 at 03:11 PM

“

Barbara's smile, her presence, her infectious laughter made our hight school reunions a joy
to attend. I am so glad to have been able to attend our 2019 gathering and to have that
recent memory of Barbara one that I will cherish. Bon voyage, my friend.
Martha Amis - February 26, 2020 at 06:05 PM

