Gene Riehs
December 28, 1939 - April 1, 2021

Well, the most talented and funniest man you've ever met, or didn't meet, just went to
Heaven to make people laugh and up the BBQ game up there.
Gene Leslie Riehs, born in La Grange, Texas on December 28, 1939, to his father, August
William Anton Riehs and his mother, Annie Martha Hofer. Gene, or Pop, and even
sometimes, Chromosome as some friends affectionately called him loved an incredible life
making people laugh wherever he went. He never ceased inspiring people with his
endless talents, and generosity. He went from being the proverbial boy who walked miles
to school barefoot along the railroad tracks to eventually becoming a rocket scientist. One
of Gene's proudest accomplishments was to service his country honorably by enlisting in
the Navy on the USS Forrestal aircraft carrier from 1959-1962. He then went on to work
as an engineer in the Government Products Division of Texas Instruments for 37 years.
He finally boarded the launchpad himself and left this Earth on April 1, 2021, at the age of
81 years young.
Left to celebrate his legacy and share the light he instilled in them is his wife, Alice Riehs;
son, Steve and his wife Laurel Riehs; stepdaughters, Jennifer Melton and Catherine Deal;
stepson, Robert Melton; step-grandchildren, Jared and his wife, Elayna Kopf and their
child Martin Kopf, Robin and her husband, Josh Gaddis and their children, Clarissa and
Ellie Gaddis, Andrew Ince, Ashley and her husband, Jered Mounger and their children,
Alexis, Landen, and Kamryn Mounger; and last but definitely not least, his faithful pooch,
Buddy.
He was predeceased by his parents, August and Annie Riehs, and his brother, Raymond
Riehs.
Pop will glow in the hearts of all those he touched, whether by his jokes, witticisms,
culinary masterpieces, or that beautiful smile of his. The lucky ones were the ones who
were blessed to witness all of the above.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Meals on Wheels Foundation
www.mealsonwheelsamerica.org

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Restland Funeral Home and Cemetery - April 06 at 12:03 PM

“

Catherine Deal is following this tribute.

Catherine Deal - April 08 at 09:52 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Dave and Tami Sutcliffe - April 06 at 12:50 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dave & Tami Sutcliffe - April 06 at 09:49 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Bridget Trosper - April 04 at 11:11 AM

“

Gene and I met at Texas Instruments in late 1966. We both worked the night shift.
The following summer Gene decided to buy a boat, not just any boat, but a superfast
racing boat that we thought would serve us well as a ski boat. Since we both worked
nights, we spent our days during the summer on the lake skiing. There are countless
stories about our skiing adventures, far too many to go into here. Needless to say, it
was one of the most memorable times of my life with a true friend.
When Bridget and I got married, Gene and Alice were in attendance. We all became
good friends and stayed in contact throughout the years.
Gene, with his ever-present smile and easy-going attitude will be truly missed.
So long good friend.
Gordon & Bridget Trosper

Gordon Trosper - April 04 at 11:00 AM

