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Gussie Faye Miller (Mamaw to the grandkids and Faye to all others) was born in
Simpsonville Community, Upshur County, Texas on June 8, 1920 to parents William
Washington Tanton and Carrie Zela Nelson. Her parents were born in Texas after their
families migrated from Alabama and Georgia. The family moved into Hunt County where
she attended early school grades in Nevada, Southwest of Greenville, and later grades in
White Rock, North of Greenville. Eventually her parents settled in Greenville, where they
spent the remainder of their lives.
The family was living in Tidwell, just North of Greenville in 1941. While picking cotton, she
met her future husband and was married to Elbert Daniel Miller on September 12, 1942.
This started a marriage that lasted over 71 years, producing three boys and ending only
with her husband's death on December 19, 2013.
Faye was the seventh of ten children. She had four brothers and five sisters with births
ranging from as early as 1907 to as late as 1932. With that many kids in the family,
everyone had a job preparing meals. She said that her job was baking. She learned well
because she made delicious pies and cakes for all occasions throughout her life. All her
siblings preceded her in death.
After the birth of their first child, Elbert concluded that working on a farm would never
support his growing family, so he sought work in other areas. He obtained work in Dallas
at Murray Gin Company, so the young family moved to Dallas. After the birth of their
second child and prior to the children starting school, they decided to live in a more rural
setting with affordable housing and smaller schools. The family moved to Garland for a
few years, then to Mesquite until 1952 when they bought their first and only home, back in
Garland.

For most of her life Faye was a homemaker and seamstress for her family and neighbors.
Up until the boys entered high school she made their shirts and even some pants, and
about anything else that could be sewn. Friends and neighbors often brought items for her
to repair or material for a dress or shirt. Faye was also very talented with a crochet needle
and thread. She made afghans, table cloths, and many other items that were shared with
friends and family throughout the years. She worked outside their home only once when
she sewed hats for Resistol Hat Factory in Garland. She left Resistol to have their third
child.
Faye always had a green thumb and could grow just about anything. She helped Elbert
with a vegetable garden until it became too hard for them to plow and till. She kept her
porch, flower beds and patio, and most of the house full of potted plants which she tended
daily.
Faye was a fisherman. She and Elbert spent many weekends on the lake fishing for
Crappie and Catfish, or whatever was biting at the time. They eventually bought property
with a small cabin
on Lake Tawakoni so they could spend all weekend fishing without having to travel back
and forth to Garland. This continued for years until the trip became too much for them.
She loved to visit with friends and neighbors who dropped by to see her. She always had
something to talk about and not just in person. Once you got her started on the phone, all
you had to do was throw in an "uh huh" every now and then and the conversation could
continue for hours.
After Elbert's death, Faye continued to keep her home of 61 years, living alone and caring
for herself with the boys keeping close contact. She was resistant to moving into their
homes or considering another living arrangement. After arthritis forced her to stop sewing
and crocheting, she found a new hobby. She liked working word puzzles and always had a
book in the works, or she would cut the puzzles from the daily paper and save them up so
she always had several to work. She thought that doing the puzzles was a way to keep
her mind sharp. Apparently it worked. She also discovered that she liked putting picture
puzzles together. Family and friends would often bring over boxes of them at a time. She
would keep the ones she was especially proud of out for show on a bed or table top just in
case a visitor or family member came by.
In 2019, after living in her home for 67 years, she fell while walking outside. The fall broke

her hip and wrist. She recovered completely at 99 years of age. But, due to her hip and
her condition due to age, she couldn't return to her home and care for herself. She liked
being a resident at Golden Acres for the care and concern she received from the nurses
and staff. She also liked the attention and notoriety of being 100 and the oldest resident in
the home. Her mental capacity remained sharp until only in the last 10 months when
dementia started to creep in. She might not remember what she had for lunch, but she
knew who she was, who her family was and many of the past details of her life.
Over the last year, Faye had three bouts with pneumonia which sent her to the hospital.
Surprisingly, she recovered each time. The last time however, she was just too weak from
the ordeal and passed on October 26, 2020, one week after returning from the hospital.
Faye lived to be 100 years, 4 months and 18 days old. A life well lived.
In addition to her three sons and their wives, David L. Miller and Mickie, Gerald G. Miller
and Linda, Eddie D. Miller and Theresa, she has 9 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren
and 17 great-great-grandchildren. She was dearly loved and will be greatly missed.

Events
OCT
30

Visitation

03:00PM - 05:00PM

Restland Funeral Home
13005 Greenville Avenue, Dallas, TX, US, 75243

OCT
31

Funeral Service

10:00AM

The Wildwood Chapel at Restland Funeral Home
13005 Greenville Avenue at Restland Road, Dallas, TX, US, 75243

Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Tami Burton - October 30, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

Mamaw, I love you forever and ever and always and will miss you even more.
I have so many wonderful memories. When I would spend the night with you and
Papaw, you’d always have hot oatmeal ready for me with milk and bananas because
you knew how much I loved it. I still can’t make it as good as you did and finally gave
up trying!
When we’d spend time at the cabin during summer, mud pies were a necessity, so
you’d make sure to have spoons and pots set aside for Chelsea and I to play in the
dirt with. And homemade ice cream was always a must! You would keep the freezer
stocked with those brightly colored tube popsicles so we could cool off from the heat!
And I was the special one that got my own cot to sleep on in the room with you and
Papaw. I was always reminded to watch out for scorpions though.
I loved mall walking early in the mornings with you two. It was my special time with
you both.
My favorite dress as a kid was one that you had made for me as a birthday present.
It was pink and floral and perfectly girly! You crocheted the best Barbie dresses and
taught me how to crochet as well. I just recently gave up the plastic snowflakes &
white yarn for someone else to enjoy!
I got my love of word puzzles from you! You we’re always cutting them out of the
newspaper and were kind enough to share your stash with me.
I could go on and on, but most importantly, thank you for giving me the BEST
memories and loving me so well! I got so very lucky in the granddaughter
department!
I miss you so much already. Love you

Ashley Gee - October 30, 2020 at 08:30 PM

“

I love you Mamaw! You were such a Wonderful Grandmother and will be greatly
missed. I have so many great memories of you thankfully. Rest In Peace and hug
Papaw for me. You lived a long, full life to be proud of.

Tami Burton - October 30, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Tami Burton - October 30, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

Mamaw, I love you forever and ever and always & will miss you just as much.
I have such wonderful memories of staying the night with you and Papaw. You’d
always make me hot oatmeal special with milk and bananas because you knew I
loved it. I have yet to make it as good as you! And I loved so much going to mall walk
early in the mornings with you and Papaw. Our trips to the cabin always had mud
pies on the agenda, so thanks for making sure you had special spoons and pots
ready for Chelsea and I to play in the dirt with! And for having me a cot ready to
sleep in the room with you & Papaw.
One of my favorite dresses ever was one that you made for me as a birthday gift and
all the numerous animals you crocheted! You taught me how to crochet too and
passed on your love of word games to me. I really could go on and on, but it all
comes down to thank you and I love you. You helped make my childhood wonderful
and just as much into adulthood. Miss you so much already!

Ashley Gee - October 30, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

3 files added to the album Older photo's

Eddie Miller - October 30, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

5 files added to the album Birthday Photos

Eddie Miller - October 30, 2020 at 10:43 AM

“

Mom, I love you and will miss you with all my heart. I'm already thinking of how I miss
you taking care of everyone when we were at your home. You'd always have me
some turnip greens, cowboy beans, or a hot meat loaf sandwich when I'd be there to
mow the yard or shop for your groceries. I am so proud of the life you lived, the
example you set, and the love you shared. Give Chelsea and Dad a hug for me until
it is my time to hug you all. Love you Mom. Eddie

Eddie Miller - October 30, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

1 file added to the album Birthday Photo's

Eddie Miller - October 30, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

11 files added to the album Gussie Faye Pictures

Eddie Miller - October 30, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

Skip Wagner & Marilyn Shuler purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Gussie Faye Miller.

Skip Wagner & Marilyn Shuler - October 29, 2020 at 06:01 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gussie Faye Miller.

October 29, 2020 at 03:24 PM

