James Sadler Tinsley
April 10, 1936 - October 31, 2019

James (“Jim”) Sadler Tinsley was born on April 10, 1936 and went Home to the Lord on
October 31, 2019, in Dallas, TX, at the age of 83. He is preceded in death by his parents,
Herman and Rose Tinsley, his sister Betty Martin, and grand-daughter Anna Krug. He is
survived by his wife of 26 years, Catherine, of Garland, TX. He is also survived by his first
wife of 35 years, Verba J. Tinsley, of Dallas, and their six daughters: Camille Krug of
Plano, Kimberly Berry and husband John of West St. Paul, MN, Kristin Adair and husband
Chuck of Dallas, Kelly Capps and husband Ted of Royce City, Candace Coleman and
husband Brad of Rockwall, and Courtney Duffy and husband Mike of Southlake, and 15
grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. Jim is survived by his sister, Margaret Rotter of
Canoga Park, CA, sister-in-law Charlotte White and husband Charlie of Dallas, three
nieces, two nephews and two great nephews.Jim was known as “Jimmy” to people who
had known him the longest and “Jiji” to his grandkids. He graduated from North Dallas
High School in 1953 and attended Texas A&M where he obtained a degree in Mechanical
Engineering in 1957. He obtained a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering at
University of Colorado in 1961. Jim was in the TAMU Corps of Cadets which led to a 20year career in the US Air Force. Lieutenant Colonel Tinsley and family were stationed all
over the US, including Alabama, California, Colorado, New Mexico, Ohio, Texas, Utah,
Washington, D.C. and Wisconsin, until his retirement in Dallas.Jim then worked for
TUGCO, a division of TU Electric, as a plant manager and engineer, retiring after 14
years. This was followed by Merrill Lynch where he was a financial planner until he
became ill with cancer. During remission, Jim embarked on a career in IT, working for
Software Spectrum and Microsoft. In retirement, Jim worked for Lifeway Christian
Bookstore.Along with his careers, Jim was a dedicated volunteer for multiple
organizations. Starting as a youth camp counselor, Jim volunteered for YMCA Camp
Grady Spruce, later becoming a board member. Jim donated blood and platelets
whenever called for Carter Blood Care, receiving an 8-Gallon award before his cancer
returned. As a Gideons International volunteer, Jim supplied Bibles to school students and
young men entering the military. For much of his life, Jim was an active servant in his
church, Skillman Church of Christ in Dallas and Lake Pointe Church in Rockwall. An avid
golfer, Jim volunteered as a Marshal for the Mesquite Golf Course. Jim was a class agent

for his TAMU Class of ’57 for several years, where his efforts resulted in the largest group
of former graduates to attend a 50th reunion. He was an active member and board
member of the Rockwall County A&M Club.When Jim’s Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
returned for the second time in 2003, he was blessed to receive bone marrow for a
second transplant from a young donor in Germany as a part of the National Marrow Donor
Program. The cancer never returned, but this experience led him to volunteer with the
Cvetko Center at Baylor Hospital in Dallas. He visited many patients and became their
advocate, up to when dementia made it difficult to continue.Jim loved golf, fishing, learning
computers, playing games, reading, traveling and visiting with family. His sense of humor,
love of Hawaiian shirts, and inability to meet a stranger are just a few of the many things
we will miss about him.The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to
the Rockwall County A&M Club.

Comments

“

We are praying for the family. Jim Tinsley was George’s roommate at A&M and they
shared many memories. We pray that your happy memories with your loved one will
comfort you at this time. He will be missed. Unfortunately, we are unable to attend his
memorial service.

George and Jane Winn - November 05, 2019 at 02:52 PM
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“

Dear Cathy, I am so very for your loss…I have walked in your shoes and understand
your feelings. My Jim and your Jim were good friends from the class of ‘57 forward.
Your Jim was so kind and thoughtful when I lost my Jim 5 years ago, and helped me
immensely to stay in touch with A&M. God bless you and your family and may He
bring you peace.

Sally Moseley (James A Moseley. ‘57) - November 05, 2019 at 12:07 PM

“

Though Jim and I were classmates at A&M, I did not get to know Jim until a few
years ago. We exchanged emails over those few years. I came to respect him and
enjoy our email exchange. He exemplified the “consummate Aggie” and I am proud
to have known him, even this short time.Prayers for his family. Until we meet again, I
know God will say “well done thy good and faithful servant.”

Bill Cook - November 05, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

So Very sorry for your loss. I’m glad you retired and got to spend some precious time
with your husband. Our prayers of love and peace go out to you at this time. The
Bowerman’s Doug, Terri and Jack.

The Bowermans - November 05, 2019 at 08:50 AM

“

Cathy, I am so sorry for your loss. You and Jim were good friends to Susan and me. I
proudly served as C0-Class Agent with Jim and Dennis. I will answer “Here” at next
Aggie Muster.

James L Upham '57 - November 04, 2019 at 09:54 AM

“

Jim was a fine friend. we were neighbors during our college years. after his
retirement we re-connected at Aggie luncheons. he will be missed by all. john moss
la cruz de Huanacaxtle, Nayarit, mexico

john moss - November 03, 2019 at 07:21 PM

“

Cathy, so sorry to hear about Jim’s passing. I’m glad you retired early to send some
quality years with him. Love to you.

Gwen Hughes - November 03, 2019 at 09:41 AM

“

Jim has been a cornerstone for the Rockwall County A&M Club. His involvement,
commitment, and willingness to lend a hand have served as a strong example for the
rest of us. Thank you Jim for your service and Thank you Jim for the legacy you
provided.Softly call the muster, Let comrade answer, “Here!” Their spirits hover
‘round us: As if to bring us cheer!Mark them “present” in our hearts, We’ll meet some
other day. There is no Death, but Life Eterne For heroes such as they!

Kevin McCormick '98 - November 03, 2019 at 09:29 AM
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