Laura Gail Liljestrand
June 30, 1932 - June 2, 2018

Miss Laura Gail Liljestrand, age 85, passed away peacefully on Saturday June 2, 2018,
at her home in Richardson, Texas. She was born on Thursday June 30, 1932, to her
loving and thoughtful parents Edward Keith and Marjorie in New York City, NY. Miss Laura
Gail Liljestrand will be sincerely missed by her loving family which includes her son, Keith;
and 2 daughters; Cheryl Liljestrand and Kathy Baker, her devoted friends and all the
wonderful individuals who knew and loved her.A celebration of Laura’s life will be June 10,
2018 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 12386 Montego Plaza, Dallas, Texas, 75230.For more
information please contract, through email at: pierced@hpisd.org;Funeral arrangements
for Miss Laura Gail Liljestrand have been faithfully entrusted to Restland Funeral Home
and Cemetery, which islocated at 13005 Greenville Ave., at the intersection of Restland
Road, Dallas, Tx. 75243 and can be reached at 972-238-7111.

Comments

“

I had Gail Liljestrand for freshman and senior year AP biology at Kimball High School
in SW Oak Cliff. What a mind! I wasn’t surprised when she went on to earn her
doctorate in biology a few years after I graduated in 1980. She took the senior
biology AP class out to her lovely lake lot every year at the end of spring semester.
She helped me get into Wellesley College and earn a scholarship to the school. She
taught us all how to think, not just regurgitate facts and opinions–like when we
divided up the class to debate evolution and creationism. This was not to determine
who was “right” (though we know where she came down on that argument),
according to her teaching; it was to help us learn to make a cogent argument with
FACTS, not hearsay, not belief, not mere opinion. That took some guts in the late
1970s in Dallas. I loved working with her while planning the Kimball Science
Symposium for four years, two of those as student head co-coordinator. She gave
me an invaluable basis for understanding how natural phenomena work, and I
continued this interest in science at college by taking geology, the natural history of
dinosaurs, and astronomy courses. I noted how she encouraged excellence in
scholarship in all of her students, and her lectures were always clear and very
detailed. She was definitely one of the best teachers at Kimball for many years. One
of my good friends had her for biology at Highland Park High School, and she also
calls Mrs. Liljestrand one of the best teachers she had while there. Hers was a life
well-lived, indeed.

Melody Nye - July 03, 2018 at 06:15 PM

“

I was lucky enough to have Ms. Liljestrand as a teacher twice during high school. I’ve
thought of her often since that last class in 1987 — she’s one of the wise, witty
voices in my head providing guidance.Ms. Lilj, I hope you know how much your
students loved you!

Jen Greenberg Roberts - June 06, 2018 at 02:51 PM

